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ABSTRACT 

The goals of this study of early school laavars from 
12 Los Angalas high schools were tha followingi (1) to discot^er 
whether tha students wara true dropouts or whether thay were enrolled 
in soma altarnntive aducational program that might laad to a high 
school diploma; (2) to determine tha reasons tha studant^ left school 
befora graduating; (3) to eMplora ways of encouraging students to 
stay in school until graduation; and (4) to invastigate ways of 
encouraging early laavers to raturn to high schools Out of a total of 
2,401 early school leavers who ware contacted , 374 agreed to 
participate in this study. Two instriments wara usedi (1) tha 
Ciunulative Record Data Summaryr*'designed to obtain demographic 
information; and (2) the Student Interviaw—developed to gather 
information about tha student's dropout history, raasons for leaving 
high school, past and prasant activitias, future plans, and 
recommandations for improving high schools » The findings revealed 
that only 39% of tha dropouts had raturned to an aducational program^ 
Many of them complained that school had been ''boring^ and a wasta of 
tima for them, but they said thay would encouraga others not to drop 
out. Many in tha sample had baan low achiavars in school, soma had 
numerous home and family rasponsibilities. Most of tha dropouts had 
attemptad to find employmant; 29*4% wara amployed full- time and 21.7% 
had part-tima jobs» Soma axpressed vagua plans to graduata some tima 
in tha future » (VM) 
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m^M-w OF m^Y scmoL mx^ms 



Wot yomg people to collet a tiiiir fomal ^uca^te^ ha"^ ^ "^^g b^m a goal of 
Mimriaaa soclaty. The m^tt of youngst^s tdio attoH m :- chooi has 
Incr^ed frcm 11% In 1900 to 94% In 1978 (Qomit & Bfjim, 1980) , ftfecass is 
only relativo, hM^j^, Rro^tly, ineraased attmt&p hm fci^JMt an toDsa 
3?Dimg pTOple ^watojrely t^miMte thalr ^ ucati c^i - - i:^f^, v^fi to as schgol 
dropouts^ Histojrf.ically, tite problm of a^ly schi^^ ^av^^^ ^^opouts has 
beffl. most ^eyalmit mrmz B^iority ^uth, partlculi^T j ^.sf^lm MspanlGs 
(RjnjbCTgar, 1983)\ tlm dropout problffli is j^t an tss?^ eTOlt^l^^ly 

confined to ndnority and/or disad^aitagad youth. m^ xp^^^ tha incid^^a of 

aarly school lea^mrs Im mcreasing mong middle^clasp togio ^^ths OteasaTi 1980) 
Canp, 1980; aid Qrmt & Eltoi, 1980), 

It is clear fecm resa^ch that the reasons cnost frequeiatly givan by ^opouts, 
\iym ^ylalning "^y thay left hl^ sclwol efflrly. Include poor school parfOTinfflica, 
dislike of school^ ^cpuislonj a das^a to ^rk, finmcial diffictities, homa ra-* 
spmsibilltias > prapiancy md ra^rlaga (Borus, Crowley ^ RjubttgOT, Santos^ and 
Shapiro, 1980), The awarmesa of tl^sa factors has aasistad resMrchars and 
aducators in ttieir af forts to raiace dbropouts* I^oti a^ailabla research, It is 
also taiom tiiat sav^mal sipiiflcant consequaices awlt those ^Aio leave high school 
p^ema&sfaly. Tha costs of droning oat mclude difficulty in finding aploymant, 
being relegated to lower status md lower paying jobs, and having less ^portunlty 
fOT advancanerit than school ^aduates. Dropouts also have lower lifa-tiine 
earnings md btb more likely to be the recipimts of public assistmce mnd imltsxB 
prolans (Bade & Mitas 1980), 

D istrict -Level Ccnc^n for Early School Laavars 

Cmcarn for early school leavers (dropouts) also ^asts at the sctool district 
level. ThB Los ^igeles IMlfi^ Sdhool District, to Dac«toar 1982, prep^ad a 
report ^*iich included tro sijnnaries, Ihe ftest CCTislsted of findmgs, stoca 1963, 
xAiich related to tha Issue of potmtlal em^ly s^ool leavecSa The second ms a 
stronmy of the District -s ami TmmmMT^h mirier 1 nn pflrl y^rhnoT leaves, 

Disflng the last three yem^s tha Distelct's Researdi snd Evriuation Branch t^s 
used a form. Record of "^mist^ , to conpile InformatiOT cn tha nmbar of studmts 
i/ibo leave tha district pr±or to graduation, &/m though tMs procediffe is in place, 
two iaportarit qi^stiOM reoaaln isimswm^. First, are early schMl Itevtts triiLy 
dropouts? Do early school leavM^s really check out of school, or do ttese studmts 
Instead of airolllng to the Mgh sc^wl, attaid motl^ less traditional school 
setting — such as an adult ^ucation school or a local ttate school? SecOTid, do 
early school I^^&tb actually t^rinate their framl education? te do early 
leavers mmaly not e^oll to sdhool after im acadmic break? Are thasa ''dr^outs" 
those yoimgsters h±^ rates of absmteeiM? Bacai^e these questions carmot be 
atiswtted a^quately, titm District now desi^ates stuteits leave school before 
^aduating as IB students — studmts are IIMICS^ md DROT. 



Pigpose of ^esmt Study 

- ^ ^tm primly pi^pose of tMs invastigatim to provide ci^mt IrfomatlOTi 

on issues related to tiiosa g&jdmts lt%beled as EAaY SCHOOL I£A\^RS, Four 
pacific quastlgos wtta ad&essedi 

1. aarly sdiool leavi^e bona £±dm school dtopaats? 
C^cnm^Bt&^B ^iD ma no laigar acttoll^ to my odi^tlonal 
procass tiiat w±^t lead to tlia acqiisttlOTi of a hi^i school 
diploim). 

2. VJhat mem the primary reasms studmts fean the Los Angeles 
Ihifled School District, in prnticuLM^, glva for daclcttng to 
leava Mgh school bafora gradijatrng? 

3* What ndght thm LAUSD do to retato sfaidmts mtll ^adiatian? 

4, TOiat might tha LAUSD do to rstimi early sotool laavars to the^ 
resp^tiva Mgh schools? 

In additiOT to these prln^y qiaestions, pertinmt student dmiiQ^aphic 
tofonnatiai siich as marital status, siploymmt Mstorias, and faadly constella-' 
ticn, was also obtained. Flndlrigs of tha sttidy cm ba used to formuLLata hypotiieses 
mid test stratesies that ultlmtely mil result In a (tocreasa in tiie dropoat rate, 
to additlnn, this Infomation should prc^a helpfiiL to understanding better the 
' . cimfent life styles of studaits ^o are true school dropouts* 

School Sanple 

Tralva tmrgat sdiools served as p^ticipatlng schools for this m^mstigation. 
Six were previously Involvad m m earlia' Dlsteict stijdyj ^^lich foajsed on ncn- 
attmdance at the senior l^al, (Rasewch m^ l^aluation Brmch^ Los itogales 

Ihifiad School District (1974) , Study of Smicr ffl,^ Sdiool Absentees and School 
L^v^s^ Report No, 343 * Los itogales ^ California) . Ihe training sIk seiior high 
schools ^wwe selected bacausa of thsir high 'am^ly school leaver rates. Five 
geo^apMc regions mthln the district ware r^resmted by the 12 p^ticipating 
sera^or high schools, A total of 2,401 stajdrnts from thm five regions 'ware 
contacted and requested to serve as si&jacts for toe study, Thm nuirib^ agreeing to 
participate 374, 15,6% of the original pool. 

St^ject Sacple 

'Hie 374 form^ s^ior school studaits served as sti^jects for this 

tavest^ation ^^mcm all studaits ^*io had left their schools aad ^tose n^^s 
appeared aa ^^ord of ^ansf ^ fom (#34-H-136) that the Disttlct romdates 
saniOT high schools to co^lete to mmitor studaits ^^o leave t^fore ^aduating, 
Ihe names a^eorlng m thm RecOTd of TteansfM ^ forms stjbmltted to titm Research and 
&;aluation temch for the 1983*84 acadCTac year Sttved as the pool ft-OTi -^ich 
studmt siijects 'WM'e selected* 

Specific^ ragar^ng the studmt sasple are as follov^i 

1^ A scme6*iat M^i^ propiortiOT of tcales (^210, 56.1%) than foBales 
(^164 J 43*9%) made wp the 374--laavOT sau^le. 
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NMrly ona-half of l±m sa^le was tttspfflu^c (45.1%)* ThB rmalmiig 
half ^mcm Black and Whita yoiffigettts m equal niMtoer feotn tt^ 

two atimie grot^e (25.4% md 25.9%, respectively), nmfcer of 

Anerlcm B id l m /Alaekan Natlva ^ian/Paciific Islands p^tloi- 
pmts atjtoetantl al ly lo^, mjtiti tills ^ons cot^Is^^ csily 3.67o 
of the total sanqple* 

Mettodolog y 

Research Staff . Pi^il Sar\^ces Attmdancs (PSA) wrkars and relief 
clttks SMved as ttce rssMrA staff for tMs Investigation, nie PSA partlcipmts 
^^a pK^sonally salect^ by tha Director of S&^ait Adju^tamt Secvices. The VSA 
^^rkers aU fiill-^ttoa fflployaas wLtin. the Wstcict dmtog the regulm^ acad^raLc 
yatt, tti the othmr haid, tiie al^t reliaf elerto wwe lidred by the District 
spaciflMlly to sfflvice' this particular study. Soma had previo^ pMt-tunB aiploy 
mant mth the Disteict, S^lud^ m tha and reliaf cl^k ^oi^ ^ra pOTsons 
^*iD spoto both English and Spmish. 

Tha mtire research staff participated in a tai-day tralnir^ padcaga designed 
to famliarize tiiOT mth tha stody's purposes , dasl^, ImplOTmtatiOTi, data 
collecticTii and data preparation stages, to a^ltim, becausa tte ttalnli^ -was 
both didactic (i.e*, fociisad on spacific COTtmt areas) md ^^erlmtlali staff 
TOS required to participate m actlvitias ctesigned to (1) a^^^sa thmi to their 
assi^ad tasks; (2) ^ovi^ than mth hands-on ^^^Imce in coopletlxig tha data 
collaction insteumants; (3) tMch thai the skills of intOTp^sOTal lntar\dewu^| 
and^ (4) establish ^ocedtares for tha report mg md syntheslElng of data gathered 
^^ring tha Is^lst^^tatlon of the stilly . 

I^ocadige 

The coimselors conducted their leaver intttmews durtog both day and night 
hours, depandtog on the availability of the early schDol leavers. 

Instnmmts^ Twd major mstrymmts wra developed for iisa In tMs sti^yi 

1* Qmilatiye Racord Data SMmacy fom ^s dasl^ed to obtato 

dOTO^^hic intormatlon (such as rasid^cej blrthdate, ethrilclty, 
grade placment xAmi left high school md the month of tha acadenic 
yeOT last attmd^) about the early school leavM^s; md 

2* Sttjdgit tot^vlew TOS d^;alqped to ^th^ mformatim about the 

studmts^ (1) dr^out Mstory, (2) reasm^ for leaving school, 

(3) feelli^s about vario^js aspects of the school e^erimce, 

(4) past md presmt ^tivities, (5) acadaric and general fiiu^e 
plans, (6) r^lecticna about ^^Ir schools, and (7) racoraMid- 
ations for tim Inpravment of sd^ools. 

StJ^MTTr of Rasijlts 

1- Revolts I teopout fflstory . Tha typical pattern for parly school 
laavte'S is to c^plete sot^ portion of ttia sctool year rather thm 
to cocqpleta a full acidjmdc year before popping out. And, the 
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earli^ mOTiti^ of the calai^r ye^, i.e., Jmua^, Februa^ md tfarch, 
reflect tl*^ gcaatast dtopCTit actl^^ty* Only 39% of 374 e^ly schDol 
iMVttS wi^a mroli^ m educational institi^ions at tim tire of their 
mtttvtews. ' . ^ 

2. Raat^tsi R^sons for Leavlj^ Sdiool . First, e^ly school leavers 
corapriiing ttuLs sa^ls qirita clear ^30ut ^lich factors did not 
litflumce thei;. ^cisiOTia to leave school prttatuKely. Basmv&c, the 
data Indicate tfitta tos nore mc©rtalnty vhmi asked to give the reasons 
tiiat "mxm InporMnt. Ttm question that cOTias to mnd is, "Wbuld more 
sfaiteits TBtymi to tile systOT if they wre arare and mDre ^f mite 
about x^y they left in the ftost place?" 

Wtii a more direct lit^ of qiMstionuig, tha early school leavers were 
better able to foojs titmix thiricLng and, in tojcn, give specific r^sGns 
for Ima'rti^ ^fore ^aduattog,. From this fe^badc it appears that 
"typical" early school leaveifs (1) Bjcm borad wLtiti school; (2) ftod 
school activities, &and classes, a 'x^ste of time'i (3) are bahtod mth 
thato sctool credits; (4) mkm poor gcadasi md (5) have nimerous home 
and family re^^islbilitieso 

3^ Results I BeflectiOTis of Hi^ School aymimca . ReapoMeo feom the ■ 
leavers int^vie^^ dj^cate, in sm&^s^p that""tiia Mrly s^ool leavars 
held very positive attitajdes about education, lattnlng, and the liiportmca 
of a Mgh school c^ploma. Ethra^c ^oup md gmd^ ^oiJp airiysas reveal, 
howav^, tiiat (U^ffarmcas do asist mtiuji tiie saapla on issues related to 
the leavers- ^cperimices at titm secondary level md tiie educational 
values the leavers hold. Ona aranpla is the Asiffli/Pacific Islander males 

r^orted "feeltag lonely at Wgh schools" tt^ir faiBle comtOTparts 
did not, itoo&er ^caiple can be fomd mth the Blade groi^. The males 
roantionai betag "ccittfortable xrtim speaWng mth their school principals"; 
the females r^orted faelu^ "imcOTtfortable speaking with prtacipals", 

A major fmdtog "mm that the majority of tha early school leavers (84,4%) 
would not raconmmd to their ftimds or relatives tlmt they leave high 
scluDol before graduat^^s ^a need to obtain tiia diplcsna for job 
pi^poses sMved as the rationale for the leavers ' beliefs* 

4, BasiJ,ts t Acti%d,ties aid Future Plans , Cine strJMng ftoding that 

CTarged from this study relates to the aiplo^nmt issue. First, the 
majority of Mrly school leave's (71.5%) had in sotb ray attainted to find 
enploymant ^t^ leaving tiieir respective Mgh school* ifoft^er, OTly 
about cnie^third (29.4%) had obtaljied full--ttoa a^lo^nent, and namly 
one-fou^tti (21*7%) part-tisie arplopamt. In spite of these figua-es, these 
sasM leayiffis ^re not actively involved in acti%d,ties that TOid.d enable 
tiian to ^Qttt more control and poror ov^ their lives. MDre oftai than 
not, tinB statanaits tl^y ma^ ^giafe "I plmi to" or "I tried to" "^Avm 
desmibli^ tt^^ past presait beto^ors, as related to eonploymmt, 
scbDol attendmcej etc. Fti^^e plats were also cast in vague tems, such 
as "I \mit to get ^ploma" or "I ^want to ^admta." 

As miB ^evloiasly mm^timed, mueh attmtiCTi has fociaaed on tiie droptnit or 
MTly sctool Itever* Tim two phrases that Tm^m continuaLly givm by the early 
school leaves ^i^e (1) school is boring, and (2) school is a mste-of-time . 
Wrect ra[uests for ^eatar specif icily about ttiese phrases resiilted in a 
prolifttatim of co^^its tiiat prmarily focused on tinm ^jality of iistwction, the 
teachtts, md titm curriculme Althpu^ tiie youngstOTs in tiis study placed a 
value cn edueatJ^ md learning, they had ^my conpl^nts ^out school. TOiat is 
clear, is ttiat for sonie of ttose Imv^s, there are mmy difficulties aid problOTs 
that appeared to ^det for th^ in senior hi^ sdi^l* 
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